LEIF McCAMERON'S GUIDE to LOCKPICKING ) Jan 24, 2001

Well first off, this guideisto be used by those pursuing a locksmithing license and for
those who own car dealerships. For anyone else that feels they must feed their curiosity,
then read on. But nothing written within this guide is guaranteed for any purposeand I,
-4 nor the episode 00 staff, take any responsibility for your use of this guide.

| hope you have been reading therest of the Creative Criminal Series and have gotten
comfortable with the information contained within each section. If thisisyour first time
reading from the series, please hit the back button on your browser and read the others
first.
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And lastly Lockpicking isan art form. I nstead of buying a set of lockpicks and learning the
process, it might be easier for the unskilled or uninterested to buy bolt cutters or power

drill and a couple of diamond-tipped drill bits and go to work rather than sit here and
attempt to learn a challenging skill.

Lockpicking isn’t for everyone. Now that being said grab a cup of coffee and get
comfortable, your lesson is about to begin.

-Leif McCameron.

When | bought my first set of lockpicks from an online company | thought that | would
never amass the skill needed to open most locks. In most townsthereisonly one
locksmith who handlesthe entire key duplication and lockoutsin a given area. Now
you’d think that this person must be exceptionally skilled at picking, being that thisis
what they do every day of their lives.

Waell then, unfortunately you'd be wrong.

What | soon realized was that the only thing that experience as a locksmith teaches you
isspeed first and skill second. What most people don’t know isthat almost every lock in
your home can be picked by an amateur in a few minutes. Reading one book on
locksmithing could teach you enough about locksto open almost anything.

Now if you'relike everyone elsein the U.S. thelock on your front door isa Pin Tumbler
lock, which you can probably open with the proper tutelage in under a minute.
Throughout theworld the Pin Tumbler lock guardsalmost every home. In protects your
valuables and safeguards your children at night. It wardsentry to doorwaysin
apartment and office buildings. And, with the exception of the pad lock, isthe easiest
lock to defeat.

SECTION ONE )




Mechanics of the Pin Tumbler Lock:

A Pin Tumbler lock containseither 5 or 6 pins, and each is broken into two pieces. I f
you wereto now go to your front door and stare down the keyhole you’d see a few
round pieces of metal that are hanging from thetop of thelock mechanism. Theseare
what your key connectswith when it is placed inside of the keyway. Each pin isdivided
into two pieces. The bottom portion iswhat connects with the key when it is placed into
the keyway and turnswith it when you turn the key. The upper portion of the pin is
connected to springsthat movethe pinsup to their top position and down to their
resting position.

It isa major misconception to think that two different keys can open the samelock. In
theory it just isn't impossible, thereis something like a onein 6 million chance, key sizes
and shapesjust vary too much. Theonly exception to thisruleisfrom the age of locks.
New locks are tougher to pick than older onesfor two reasons, design and thelack of
wear. An old pin tumbler lock may be opened because of the wear on the pinsby a few
different keysthat fit inside of it, but most of these old locks can also be opened by a
screwdriver.

Each key iscut in a particular way to connect with each of the pinsand for ce those pins
up into thelocking mechanism. Thelevels on the key represent the exact distancethe
pinsmust be forced up into thelock soit reachesthe Shear Line. If thereisa small
ridge on your key, the bottom pin islarge and viceversa. The shear lineisthe point in
which thetwo portions of each of the pins meet thereby allowing the key to turn within
thelock. The shear lineisnot visiblewhen staring down thelock, it isan imaginary
level point. When you are picking a lock you ar e visualizing the meeting of the pinsinto
their proper positions.



NOTE: A variation of the Pin and Tumbler lock called a Change or Master Key lock
utilize an extra spacer between the top and bottom portions of the pin. These spacers
allow thelock to be opened by itskey and a master key. These types of locks are most
often used in office buildings, hotels and apartment buildings. Theideais by adding
thisextra spacer it makesit moredifficult for a Change key to befiled down to createa
Master key. Whilein theory thisworks, in the picking world thistype of lock istwice as
easy to pick, there are double the opportunitiesthat the sheer linewill be aligned by
either of the two sections of the pin.

When picking a lock you must be utilizing two tools.

® A pick, usually of a small angled shape.

e A half or full diamond arethe most popular. A tension wrench, which appliesa
steady pressureto thelocking cylinder simulating the turning of the key.

Amateursusually fail picking by applying too much turning pressure. So, always start
off with a small amount of pressure and gradually increase. Remember each lock is
different and some are older than others.



There are many different stylesused in pin tumbler picking. The most common and my
choiceisasimple back pin to front pin motion, called the Bind and Feel Method. When
you staredown the barrel of the lock place your half or full diamond pick all the way
into the farthest point in the lock, directly up from the picks position should bethelast
pin. The next step isto place your tension wrench into the bottom portion of thelock,
wedged underneath the groove the key iscarried by. Now you should noticethat it is
now impossibleto seeinside of the lock.

That would be a good observation. Now it isup to you to feel your way through the
picking process.

Now you must continueraising each of the pinsindividually, from back to front while
applying a minimum amount of turning pressure with the tension wrench. If you don’t
know the direction in which thelock you are picking turns, try and visualize the turning
of thekey in thelock. If you still continue to have problems, just give up. | don't know
what elsetotell you.

Now some people may have trouble opening thelock right away. But given time, you
will almost certainly open it eventually. I’ ve noticed that at the moment | think that the
lock istoo difficult to open, isalwayswhen | herethat successful click.

The onetrue benefit of learning how to open locks without a key istherush of
confidence that comes over you when you have bested a seemingly impossible lock. |
can’'t exactly explain the feeling other than after you open your first, you’ll know it.
For practice, and for your first attempt at picking, | recommend that you look for a
small pin and tumbler pad lock around your house or buy one at alocal hardware
store. Or if you'refeeling rather adventurous, grab your picksand go to alocal high
school or college and test the security of their lockers.

But then again, that would be wrong, wouldn’t it?

SECTION TWO)
Combination Padlocks and Their Ridiculous Lack of Security:

Waell if you’ve watched enough movies where people open padlocks by listening to the
clicksinside of it, you’ve got an advantage. Thisisexactly how it’s done.

® First you haveto clear thetumblersin thelock by turning thedial clockwise 3 or



[ ]
times.

® Next, bring you ear down and rest it on thelock so you can clearly hear and feel
the tumblersreaching alignment.

® Next, push the padlock up into the shackle and hold the upward pressure.
Continueturning the padlock dial until you hear a slight hollow sound ‘dumpf’
and not a‘click’. The hollow sound is either thefirst or second tumbler aligning.
Continue thisway until you have recorded the number of each of the two
tumblerson the lock.

® Now, dial thefirst of the numbersyou have found and wait for theloud ‘dumpf’,
then turn thedial in the opposite direction until you reach the second of the
number aligning with the tumbler.

e Finally, turn thedial in the clockwise direction again until the shackle has been
released.

Thisishow you decode a padlock. If thisdoesn’t work for you, you could alwaystake a
hammer and strike the portion of thelock that is connected to the shackle.

You shouldn’t do this, I’'m just saying that you could if you were so inclined.

Thereare many other types of locks. Here are a few complex locksthat | could describe
how to pick, but if you reach thislevel of skill you'd be best served by reading a book or
taking a cour se exclusively on the subject; Wafer locks, Warded locks, Auto locks,
Angular Pin Tumbler locks, Rim Cylinder lock, Mushroom and Spool Pin Tumbler
locks, Magnetic Card locks, and Sesame locks.

SECTION THREE )

Puzze? Locks:

Another simple exercise you can perform thistimeisin opening a puzzlelock. Many
offices and fast food restaurantsuse simple 5 number push-button puzzle locksto block
access to a low-security section. The locks themselves ar e easy enough to defeat, but
remember these codes ar e programmed by people and haveto be a number that an
entire staff can remember. M ostly these locks use three digit numbers.

What are the most common numbers? Simple, Area Codes.

Thetechnique used to defeat thiskind of lock isto apply turning pressureto the
doorknob and press each numbered button. Usually the button yielding the most
resistanceisthefirst combination number. Next you release the handle and reapply
turning pressure. Pressthefirst number of the combination and find the next number
that yieldsthe most resistance. Repeat until the lock has opened.

Simple enough, moving on.



SECTION FOUR)

| guess| should devote this next section to the legal risks of owning Picks, and how
to get them:

Let mefirst explain toyou just how illegal it isto carry lockpicksunlessyou area
licensed locksmith. Possession of “burglar tools’ isa Class A misdemeanor punishable
by afineand up to 6 monthsin jail. Now, normally if you're charged with possession
it’s because you wer e suspected of actually committing arobbery, not that you just
happened to be carrying them.

Hereisa copy of thelaw asit pertainsto lockpicksin most states. (be patient it'sone
never-ending sentence)

Chapter 266 (crimes against property) Section 49. Burglarious instruments;
making; possession; use.

Whoever makes or mends, or beginsto make or mend, or knowingly hasin his
possession, an engine, machine, tool or implement adapted and designed for
cutting through, forcing or breaking open a building, room, vault, safe or other
depository, IN ORDER TO STEAL THEREFROM money or other property, or to
commit any other crime, knowing the same to be adapted and designed for the
purpose aforesaid, WITH INTENT TO USE OR EMPLOY OR ALLOW the same
to be used or employed for such purpose, or whoever knowingly hasin his
possession a master key designed to fit more than one motor vehicle, WITH
INTENT, TO USE OR EMPLQOY THE SAME to steal a motor vehicle or other
property therefrom, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not
more than ten yearsor by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars and
imprisonment in jail for not more than two and one half years.

In ME, NH, MA, and NY thewording of thelaw isvery similar. But remember that
with thelaw ‘similar’ wording doesn’t mean anything. Get a hold of thelaw asit
pertainsto theareain which you live. And let me suggest that you would be wiseto
make a copy of the law and carry it whenever your holding your picks.

| got thefollowing from a book on the actual law, | actually understand this stuff, you'd
think | was a lawyer:

"The crime of " possession of burglar@tools" isaimed at prohibiting the
possession of instrumentalities of offensesinvolving (1) forcible entry into
premises, (2) larceny by physical taking, and (3) theft of certain services, such asa
theft from a gas or electric meter... Thus, despite the name of the offense, the
instrumentalities need not be solely for the commission of burglary, although they
must be for one of the specified categories of crime.”

"What's this supposed to mean Leif?" Easy, thelaw statesthat Burglar's Tools are not



limited to lockpicks. Any item used, like a screwdriver, a coat hanger or even a police
scanner, may be considered burglar'stools. And next the law says that a magnet used to
deactivate sensors during a shoplifting run, or the backpack you place your stolen
goodsinto, can constitute the charge of possession of burglar tools. Thelaw also
declaresthat possession of a blue box for the purposes phreaking (stealing from the
phone company) isa viable charge for possession of burglar tools.

In some casesin which it would be difficult to place guilt on the head of the defendant it
issometimes found that if the defendant was caught committing the act or about to
commit the act by a witness, the act of discarding the tool evinces the consciousness of
guilt. Soif you've got a screwdriver in your hand and a cop sees you, think twice about
trying to throw it away. The act of ditching it may be what convicts you.

Soif it turnsout that you're being brought in under suspicion of intent be prepared to
call your lawyer and have him defend you against the countless numbers of unsolved
home burglariesthat have occurred in your area.

“Remember where you wer e Saturday night, 4 months ago? No? The homeowner said
they saw a young kid running from his house, fits your description, got money for bail?”

But remember, the wor st thing that can happen to you isto match the vague description
of a suspected burglar, be caught by the police with toolsin your possession, be arrested
and convicted of a crimeyou had no part in committing. And, | hateto say it but it's
true, if you happen to be a person of color it'svery easy for you to be stopped by a white
police officer and arrested for matching aterrible description.

Proving criminal intent isa very difficult manner. It's possible to be caught on a
persons lawn in the middle of the night, carrying burglar'stoolsin your possession, and
be found innocent based solely that the evidence used against you by the courtsisonly
circumstantial evidence. With nobody to corroborate the evidence with, a decent
explanation could get you acquitted.

Likeall of life, it@atoss-up. If | wereyou | probably wouldn®be listening to my warnings.

But then again, | rarely trust anyone.

SECTION FIVE)
If your not scared by what can happen to you then please, read on.

| bought my first set of pickstheonly placeyou legally can, off theinternet. What
happens with most of these companiesisthat you either place your order onlinewith a
credit card or send them a check. Theonly restriction that they havefor saleisthat the
buyer is 18, no problem you say. But if you live with your parentsand have the picks
sent to your house, the package will say that it can only be received by someone over 18.
Problem, your parentswon’t suspect that you bought lockpicks online, they'll think you
bought porn. And some of these companies have nameslike“Incite Technologies Corp”.



So you have the decision of whether to tell your parentsthat you bought a set of picks
or to let them think that you bought the latest and greatest dildo, and had that delivered
to your house.

Lesson: If you're buying picks online, then go all out. Buy stunguns, batons, badges,
mace, and exotic weapons. Buy everything you think you’ll need to outfit your self,
perfect for the Pointless Espionage hopeful. These companies sell everything to the
public, from surveillance equipment like police scannersto phone taps.

Ok, you got your shipping problem solved right. Problem 2, anything purchased online
istraced and recorded. Don’t expect the FBI to come knocking down your door just as
the mailman deliversthe picks. But if you already have a criminal record or are
currently under investigation, you can expect some problems.

Or maybeyou’'rejust like me and you long for that excitement.
Hereisalist of websitesthat can help you in all thewaysthat | can’t.
http://www.lysator .liu.se/mit-guide/

The second best guide for lockpicking on the web. Too bad | bought all those books before
| found it.

http://www.lockpicks.com
A decent place to purchasetheir picks. You’'d think that they offer things their competitors
don’t, right? Nope. They@e got the same inventory as everyone else.

http://www.spystop.com or

http://www.badboybooks.com

These two sites are owned by I ncite Technologies Corporation, who is my overall personal
favorite. At spystop.com they sell a large variety of manual and electronic picksand also a
huge assortment of surveillance and personal security equipment. At badboybooks.com
they sell everything from the Anarchist Cookbook to Be Your Own Mortician: How to
Dispose of a Body.

| @e been trying to think of something real wise to say to you right now. Something that
will encourage you into pursuing the art of lockpicking. But |@ coming up blank.

So anyway, hope you have fun kids.

-Leif McCameron.




